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Terry and his dad, Victor Learned,
Jr., are building dory #54, the
Wild Goose, in 1997. Terry helped
his father construct dories in the
old dairy barn on Resort Drive in
Pacific City. Terry continues the
tradition and passes his knowledge
to his daughters, Annie and Pam,
and Pam’s husband, Eric Vickers. C

These images show Terry’s
work bench with patterns
and jigs hanging on pegs.
These jigs facilitate the
cutting of standard elements of the dory, saving
time in the building process.

The bow stem leans against ribs that have
been built prior to the assembly day.
Each rib is unique to its specific location
in the dory. The ribs have been notched
along the bottom for the keelsons and
along the sides for the chines, which will
be added later in the building process.
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Eric nails through the plywood side to
attach it to the ribs. Each side is made
using three sheets of plywood that have
been joined together with scarf joints.

Terry checks the alignment of the ribs.
The image to the right provides a view of the console and the fish boxes. The fish boxes are placed
on either side of the console with lids that act as
seats, which can be removed easily to store the
day’s catch. On each side a tray extends to the
back of the dory for use as a surface to work on
tackle. Storage areas are included below the trays.
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The port (left) and starboard (right) sides
have been attached at the bow stem to
form the front of the dory and at the
transom, which forms the stern (rear) of
the boat. Ribs will be placed about 14” apart
starting at the aft (rear) and moving forward.
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All the ribs have been put in place, the sides have been
nailed to the ribs, and epoxy has been applied. Straight
edges are clamped along the side while the epoxy sets up.
Annie checks the alignment along the bottom and side of
the dory to ensure that the bottom is flat and straight. In a
couple of days these straight edges will be taken off and become the chines attached into the inside notches along both
sides of the dory. The keelsons will be attached into the middle three rib notches running along the length of the bottom
of the dory. These two elements provide strength and a surface for atttaching the plywood that forms the dory’s bottom.

This photo provides a forward view of the dory during
the construction process. On the starboard side,
clamps train a board into the curve of the rail that
runs from the bow deck to one rib back of the fish box.
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Pam, Annie, and Eric are placing rib #3 in its position. With
each rib the dory begins to straighten and take shape. A stick
is placed along the top of the rib with a small spacer on each
side where the clamps are placed. The spacer prevents the
ribs from being drawn up to the outside edge of the plywood.
Because the side of the dory angles at twenty degrees, to
avoid the possbility of developing a crack around the boat’s
perimeter the ribs should line up with the inside edge of the
plywood.

Pam, Terry and Annie apply AeroMarine epoxy to the frame
of the boat. Once this has been completed the first layer of
the bottom of the dory is attached to the framework. The image provides a close-up view of two of the three keelsons.

The bottom of the dory consists of two layers of halfinch, marine-grade plywood. Each layer uses two
pieces that are offset so the seams don’t line up with each
other. Once it is in place, epoxy is spread over the entire first
layer. Then, the second layer is placed on top of it,
lined up with the outside edge, and nailed in place.

Dory # 82 (the Rehab) has been completed and is
ready to head out the door. This image provides a view
of everything from the transom and motor splash
well at the rear of the dory to the console, fish boxes,
and the bow deck with a storage compartment underneath it. The console eventually will be outfitted
with steering components and other electronic gear.

And the nailing begins!
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